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any thing new or agreeable to you, to defire you to
excufe the gicat Hurry in'which it is-wrote, and to
affure you, that I am very fincerely,
SIR,
Qour faithful
Humble Servant,

Petre,

N. B. Effefts of Lightning, like this, were obferved by Sir Fobx
Clark. See Philofophical Tranfackions, N° 454. p. 235.

IX. An Account of a Meteor feen ar Peckham,
Dec. 11. 1741. by Tho. Milner, M. D.

Read Jung 24. Ecember 11. 1741, at Seven Mi-
174 L/ nutes paft One in the Afternoon by
the common Clocks, a Globe of Light, fomewhat
larger than the horizontal Full Moon, and as bright
as the Moon appears at any time while the Sun is
above the Horizon, inftantancoufly appeared, in a
bluc clear Sky, about the S.S.E. moving towards
the Eaft with a continual equable Motion, and leaving
behind it a narrow Streak of Light, whiter than the
Globe itfclf, throughout its whole Courfe. Towards
the End it appeared lefs than at the Beginning of its
Motion ; and within Three, or at moft Four Seconds,
it fuddenly vanifhed. Itsapparent Velocity was nearly
cqual to half the Velocity of thofe ufual Meteors
commonly called falling or fhooting Stars: This may
be thought an indeterminatc way of exprefling its
Velocity, as thofe falling Stars vary in the Swiftnefs

of their Motions; but if fuch be underftood as have
a
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a mcan Velocity, between the fwiftelt and the floweft,
it exprefles, in the beft manner I can think of, the
apparcnt Vlocity of its Motion.

The narrow luminous Streak femaincd very diftinét
after the Globe was gone; and gave a fair Oppor-
tunity tor taking the Elcvation of this Phenomenon
above the Horizon, at the Beginning and End of its
Motion, ¢ ¢. had there been proper Inftruments
ready at hand: This not being the Cafe, I gueffed the
Elevation of the Globe, when it firft appcared, was
near 30° DBut fome Days after, being exatly in the
fame Situation as when 1 faw this Metcor, I took the
Elevation of a {mall Cloud, which appcarced to be in
the fame Placc, with a Qladrant of Two Feet Radius,
and found it to be but 20°+ This luminous Tra&, or
Path, feemed a Right Linc, not quite parallel, but a
little inclined to the Planc of the Horizon, wv:iz.
higheft towards the Eaft. It was at firlt very narrow,
and pointed at cach Extremity ; but foon grew broader,
and within 20 Minutes after the Appearance, which
was the laft time I faw any thing of this Affair, it
appeared exa&ly like a long brl°ht rare Cloud, dif-
continued in two Places, abovc three times its firft
Breadth, and a little more inclined to, and clevated
above thc Horizon, than it was immediately after
the Motion of the Globe.

Peckbham, .
Fune a0 1242, T bomas Milner.
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